SUBIC BAY FREEPORT ZONE BULLETIN

TO

:
SBFZ INVESTORS/ LOCATORS/ RESIDENTS

SUBJECT      :
IMPLEMENTATION OF REPUBLIC ACT 8750 OR THE “SEAT BELTS USE ACT OF 1999” IN THE SUBIC BAY FREEPORT ZONE

DATE

:
09 July 2001

Please be informed that on 06 August 2001, Republic Act 8750 or the “Seat Belts Use Act of 1999” will be strictly enforced in the Subic Bay Freeport Zone.  All motorists are enjoined to comply with the following regulations:

1. The driver and passengers seated in the front seat of a vehicle, especially automobiles, Sports Utility Vehicles (SUV) and Utility Vehicles (UV), whether private or public, brand new or old, should use the seat belt provided. 

2. Passengers not facing the front of the vehicle or seated on "jump seats" are not required to wear seat belts. 

3. For Public Utility Jeeps (PUJs), the driver and passengers in front should wear seat belts. 

4. For Public Utility Buses (PUBs), the driver, passengers seated directly behind the driver and passengers seated by the doors of the vehicle are required to wear seat belts. 

5. For School and Tourist Buses, seat belts should be worn by the driver, passengers seated directly behind the driver and passengers seated on the last row seats. 

Penalties and Fines: 

A. For the driver/conductor/owner/operator: 

For not wearing the Seat belt: 
First Offense P 250.00 
Second Offense P 500.00 
Third Offense P 1,000.00 and one week suspension of license. 

For not informing passengers to wear the seat belt: 
For every offense P 300.00 

B. For the owner/operator: 

For not installing seat belts (retrofitting): 
First Offense P 1,000.00 
Second Offense P 2,000.00 
Third Offense P 3,000.00 and 3 months suspension of Certificate of Registration. 
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C. For Manufacturer/Assembler/Importer/Distributor 

For every vehicle not provided with seat belts 
First Offense P 5,000.00 and 1 year suspension of license of manufacturer, assembler, importer, distributor 
Second Offense P 10,000.00 and 2 years suspension of license of manufacturer, assembler, importer, distributor 
Third Offense P 20,000.00 and 5 years suspension of license of manufacturer, assembler, importer, distributor 

The implementation of this law is important to the safety of motorists within the Freeport. Several fatal accidents in the SBFZ could have been prevented if only the victims used seat belts.

Your utmost cooperation is requested.

Very truly yours,

(SGD)

CHITO M. CRUZ

Senior Deputy Administrator for Support Services

